
 

 

CSERR Newsletter 

 

Welcome to our first edition of the annual CSERR Newsletter! We hope to connect with others 

interested in issues related to ethnicity, race, and racism. The very first edition of our newsletter is 

focused on providing information about CSERR: what this committee does and who is on the 

committee. The newsletter also provides information about publication and grant opportunities related 

to the study of race and ethnicity. We are looking forward to staying connected and keeping you 

informed about CSERR work, events, and opportunities to get involved. Stay tuned!  

                                                                                                                                                                 Warmly, 
                                                                                                                                                            The CSERR Team 
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STAYED 
CONNECTED 

 
Eastern Sociological Society 

Committee on Status of 

Ethnicity, Race, and Racism 
https://www.essnet.org/ 
cserrcomm@gmail.com 

GOALS 

• to provide a forum for research, teaching, 
and service on ethnicity, race, and racism; 

• to provide a space for members interested 
in exploring new ideas, conversations, and 
practices regarding racial and ethnic trends, 
challenges, and inequalities. 

 

MEMBERS 

• 8 professionals (pre-tenured or tenured 
faculty or PhD holding lay Sociologists or 
others from cognate-disciplines); 

• 2 graduate students (enrolled in Sociology or 
cognate-discipline master’s or PhD programs); 

• 1 (or 2, in the case of Co-Chairs) of the 

professional members will serve as the Chair 
of the committee. 

TERM LIMITS 
• 8 professionals on the committee (no limits); 

• 2 graduate student representatives (2year term); 

• chair (rotate every 3 years). 

CSERR SPRING 2026 VOL 1, No.1 

http://www.essnet.org/
http://www.essnet.org/
mailto:cserrcomm@gmail.com


CSERR SPRING 2026 VOL 1, No.1 

 

 

 
Words from the Co-Chairs 

As we have concluded the 96th Eastern Sociological Society (ESS) 
annual meeting in Washington, DC, we reflect on the past year, the 
present, and future. The 2026 conference theme, “Transformation & 
Repair: Worldmaking in Contexts of Struggle and Constraint” and 
Presidential Plenaries invited us to meditate on the racial wealth gap, 
Black reparations, democracy, and collective mobilizations. 

During the 2026 annual meeting, CSERR sponsored 6 sessions on the following topics: 1) Race, Migration, and 
Class; 2) Creating Community; 3) Education; 4) Boundary Making; 5) Politics; and 6) Activism. Collectively, these 
sessions featured 25 papers. Each session was well attended and generated fruitful discussions among audience 
members and the presenters. 

It has been an honor to serve as Co-Chairs for the first year of our term. We would like to thank those who have 
served on the committee during the past year. Your invaluable contributions have made a world of difference. 
Special thanks to Iwona Franczak, Pengfei Liu, and Xuemeng Li for creating and completing the CSERR 
Newsletter. 

As we look ahead to the 2027 annual meeting in Philadelphia, we encourage all ESS members to get involved in 
CSERR. The next time you submit an abstract to the ESS conference, think about indicating that you would like 
your paper considered for a CSERR Spotlight Session. Or, maybe find space in your schedule to attend one of 
the CSERR-sponsored sessions. This is a critical time our research matters more than ever. 

To learn more about CSERR, what we do, and how to get involved, please feel free to reach out to us at 
cserrcomm@gmail.com. 

With gratitude and service, 

Giselle Greenidge and Adrienne Atterberry 

Co-Chairs, CSERR 

 

CSERR Newsletter Team 
 

 

         Iwona Franczak                 Pengfei Liu                  Xuemeng Li 

PhD Candidate 
Syracuse University 

     PhD Student 

University of California  
Davis 

               Doctoral Lecturer  

                  Hunter College 
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OP-ED  

Why Environmental Sociology Matters More Than Ever 

by Robert Lee Cavazos 

When most people hear the term environmental sociology, they often think of climate change, pollution, conservation, 

or national parks. While these issues remain important, the scope of environmental sociology has expanded 

considerably in recent decades. Today, some of the most pressing social issues of the twenty first century, including 

artificial intelligence (AI), food security, water scarcity, technological innovation, migration, and economic 

inequality, are fundamentally environmental questions. Environmental sociology matters more than ever because it 

provides a framework for understanding how social institutions, economic systems, political decisions, and 

technological developments shape our relationship with the natural world. 

Environmental sociologists have long argued that environmental problems are not simply the result of natural 

processes or technological limitations. Rather, they emerge from social choices, cultural values, political structures, 

and economic priorities. Questions about who has access to resources, who bears environmental risks, and who 

benefits from environmental decision making are ultimately questions about power and inequality. These issues are 

at the heart of environmental sociology and remain just as relevant today as they were when the field first emerged. 

My own research has focused extensively on the Ogallala Aquifer, one of North America's most important 

groundwater resources. Stretching across eight states and supporting a significant portion of the nation's agricultural 

production, the Ogallala has become a powerful example of how environmental problems are often social problems. 

Groundwater depletion is not merely a consequence of drought or natural scarcity. It is shaped by policy decisions, 

economic pressures, cultural traditions, technological practices, and competing stakeholder interests. Understanding 

why water resources are depleted requires more than hydrology. It requires sociology. 

The lessons learned from studying the Ogallala Aquifer extend far beyond water. Similar sociological questions 

emerge in discussions of food systems, energy production, climate adaptation, and technological innovation. Who 

controls resources? Who benefits from development? Who bears the environmental costs? These questions remain 

central to understanding contemporary environmental challenges. 

Perhaps one of the most unexpected areas where environmental sociology has become increasingly relevant is the 

study of AI. Public conversations about AI often focus on productivity, efficiency, automation, and the future of 

work. Far less attention is given to the environmental consequences of these technologies. Yet, AI depends upon 

massive data centers that consume enormous quantities of electricity and water. The servers that power AI systems 

require extensive cooling infrastructure, while the production of technological hardware relies on resource intensive 

mining and manufacturing processes. These environmental costs are frequently hidden from public view. 

As AI continues to transform society, environmental sociologists are uniquely positioned to ask critical questions that 

often go unanswered. Who benefits from AI driven innovation? Who bears the environmental burdens associated 

with technological development? How do technological solutions create new forms of inequality or resource 

consumption? These are not merely technical questions. They are sociological questions. 

Environmental sociology also offers an important reminder that technological solutions alone rarely solve social 

problems. Throughout history, societies have often embraced new technologies with the hope that innovation would 

eliminate scarcity, increase efficiency, or resolve environmental challenges. While technology can certainly play an  
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important role, it cannot replace the need to understand the social, political, and economic forces that shape 

environmental outcomes. Without addressing underlying inequalities and institutional structures, technological fixes 

may simply reproduce existing problems in new forms. 

In many ways, the environmental challenges facing society today are becoming increasingly interconnected. Water 

scarcity influences food production. Food systems contribute to environmental degradation. Technological 

innovations require vast quantities of energy and resources. Economic inequality shapes vulnerability to 

environmental risks. These issues can no longer be understood in isolation. Environmental sociology provides a 

framework for examining these connections and understanding how environmental problems are embedded within 

broader social systems. 

At a time when public attention is focused on rapid technological change, political polarization, and global 

uncertainty, environmental sociology offers valuable tools for understanding the complex relationship between 

society and the environment. Whether examining groundwater depletion in the Ogallala Aquifer, environmental 

justice in marginalized communities, or the hidden environmental costs of AI, environmental sociologists help reveal 

the social forces that shape environmental outcomes and the inequalities that emerge from them. 

Environmental sociology matters more than ever because the environmental challenges of the twenty first century are 

no longer confined to forests, rivers, or national parks. They are embedded in our technologies, economies, food 

systems, and everyday lives. Understanding these challenges requires more than scientific knowledge alone. It 

requires a sociological understanding of power, inequality, institutions, and human behavior. In an increasingly 

interconnected world, understanding society's relationship with the environment is not optional. It is essential. 

   

  Members Spotlight 
   In this section, we introduce the CSERR Members, their affiliation, research focus, and recent publications. 

 

CSERR Co-Chairs 
 

Adrienne Atterberry is a sociologist whose research expertise and teaching interests include 

transnationally mobile families, children, and youth; education; and racial/ethnic identity and 

inequalities. Adrienne’s scholarship centers the experiences of transnationally mobile 

individuals and families from racial and ethnic minority backgrounds. For the past decade 

she focused on understanding the lives and lifestyles of middle- and upper-class ethnic Indian 

families who left the US and relocated to India. This project explores why parents would 

uproot their well-settled lives in the US to relocate their family to India, what enables families 

to make this move, how parents raise their children in a transnational context, and how 

growing up in the US and India shapes children’s understanding of their ethnic identity.  

One of her more recent publications based on this study is the open access article, “Migration as a social mobility 

project: The case of return migrant families in India” which appears in the journal Families, Relationships and 

Societies. Currently, Adrienne is working on a book project “Transnational Families and Return Migration: Social 

Mobility and the Intergenerational Transmission of Privilege” that explores how class, ethnic identity, and 

international mobility shape the parenting practices of transnationally mobile, return migrant parents. The book is 

under contract with Bristol University Press. In addition to her scholarship on Indian families, she published the co-

edited book Children and Youths’ Migration in a Global Landscape (Emerald, 2022), and an article on the role 

grandparent caregivers play in the integration of Korean immigrant families in the US. She co-edited a forthcoming 
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a forthcoming special issue in JEMS that explores Black motility and mobility in Asia, the US, and the Caribbean. 

She also co-edited the blog series, Childhood and Migration, which was jointly published by the Childhood, Law and 

Policy Network (CLPN) and (CLPN) and the Critical Childhoods and Youth Studies Collective (CCYSC). She is 

currently working on a “Childhood and Migration” podcast series. Adrienne sees her role as Co-Chair for the 

Committee on the Status of Ethnicity, Race, and Racism, as a great opportunity to amplify scholarship that intersects 

with issues of ethnicity, race, and racism, and be in community with others who care about these topics. 
 

 
Giselle Greenidge is an Associate Professor of Sociology in the School of Health Science 
and Wellness, and Division of Behavioral Sciences, at Northwest Missouri State University 
(NWMSU). She serves as the Sociology Program Coordinator, the Sociology Dual-Credit 
Coordinator, Chair of the Behavioral Sciences Scholarship Selection Committee, President 
of the Association of Black Employees (ABE) and Advisor of the International Student 
Organization (ISO) at NWMSU. She is also the President-Elect and Program Chair of Mid-
South Sociological Association, Executive Council Member and Chair of the Awards 
Committee of the Southwestern Sociological Association, and a Co-Chair for the Committee 
on the Status of Ethnicity, Race and Racism (2025-2028).  

She currently teaches courses such as General Sociology, Race and Ethnic Issues, Social Stratification, and Research 
Methods in Social Sciences. Her research interests center around globalization, culture, race & ethnicity, social 
movements, education, immigration text mining, and visual ethnography. She has published her work in several 
academic journals including Religion and Education as well as Journal of Developing Areas with recent articles titled 
“A Country’s Religious Freedom and Graduate School Attendance in the U.S.” and “Altruism and Trust: Can They 
Predict Remittances?”. She has contributed book chapters to edited volumes, including “Afrofuturism as an 
Instructional Method” in Emerging Stronger: Pedagogical Lessons from the Pandemic published by Routledge and 
co-authored a chapter titled “The Dora Milaje in Real Life. A Continuing Legacy of African Warriors” in Afrofuturism 
in Black Panther: Gende, Identity, and the Re-Making of Blackness published by Lexington Books. She recently 
published “Negative Sentiment in the Black Community: An Exploratory Study (1910-2015)” in the Journal of 
Magazine Media and is currently working on a book chapter “Wellbeing Strategies in an Anti-DEI Era” for the book 
Sociology in Turmoil: Voices of Difference in a Fractured Society. Giselle also frequently shares her work at 
academic conferences in the U.S. and Canada, and she has presented on topics such as “Navigating Tenure and 
Promotion in Academia”, “Afrofuturism: Daring to Imagine a New World”, “College Students’ Dress and Social 
Mood”, and “Teaching Sociology in an Anti DEI Era”. She has received several internal grants for her research on 
Black sentiment and is a reviewer for the National Science Foundation (NSF).  

 

PhD Members 
 

Joanne Ardovini is the Provost, Vice President for Academic & Student Affairs and 
Professor of Sociology at Gordon State College. She joined GSC in July of 2022. Dr. 
Ardovini was a Professor and Dean for the Audrey Cohen School for Human Services & 
Education, Master’s in Public Administration, Masters in Community Health Education, 
Emergency and Disaster Management and Certificate programs. She also serves as the 
Program Director for Human Services, Common Curriculum, and the Pathways Program. 
Before joining the MCNY Faculty, she served as an Assistant Professor and Director of  

Graduate Studies in the Sociology Department at Sam Houston State University in Huntsville, Texas. Dr. Ardovini 
helped develop the first Victimology Program in the United States and the first Sociology of Sports program at the 

university. She also severed as the Faculty Advisor for the Black, LatinX and LGBTQ Plus Student Unions. Dr. 
Ardovini has published in the areas of Curriculum Development, Pedagogy, Research Methodologies, Education, 
Criminal Justice and Media Studies. Her most recent publications explore innovations within new student orientation 
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for adult learners. Dr. Ardovini also volunteers with the Turn 2 Foundation and is interested in conducting research 
within the field of sports and sports history. Her most recent accolades include the University System of Georgia’s 
eCampus Hero Award, the New York State Most Influential Women in Academics Award, The City & State’s Above 

& Beyond Award, and the Metropolitan Crystal Award for Excellence. Dr. Ardovini is committed to building the 
power of “We” in education. As she states, “change cannot be placed on the shoulders of the few but can only be 
achieved by the efforts of the many. Together, “We” can make a difference!” 
 
 

Robert Lee Cavazos is an environmental sociologist whose research examines the social, 

political, and environmental dimensions of water scarcity, food systems, technological 

change, and environmental inequality. His research program centers on three primary areas: 

the Ogallala Aquifer and water governance, food systems and environmental justice, and the 

social implications of artificial intelligence, automation, and emerging technologies. Much 

of his scholarship focuses on the Ogallala Aquifer, one of North America's most important 

groundwater resources, where he examines groundwater depletion, resource 

commodification, environmental sustainability, and stakeholder responses to water scarcity 

across the Texas High Plains. Recent publications include "Navigating Waters: Commodification, Culture, and the 

Crisis of the Ogallala Aquifer in the South Plains of Texas," accepted for publication in Society & Natural Resources, 

a review of John Sanbonmatsu's The Omnivore's Deception and the Structural Contradictions of Modern Food 

Systems published in Agriculture and Human Values "Who Is Draining the Ogallala Aquifer? Exploring the 

Consequences of Incomplete Data" published in the Journal of Environmental Studies and Sciences, and a review of 

James C. Scott's In Praise of Floods: The Untamed River and the Life It Brings published in Environmental Politics. 

In addition to his journal publications, Robert is the author of the forthcoming book Lost Voices: Abortion and Poverty 

in Texas in a Post–Roe v. Wade World (Bloomsbury Academic) and Co-Editor of the forthcoming volume Sociology 

in Turmoil: Voices of Difference in a Fractured Society. His research has been supported by approximately $983,930 

in external and internal funding, including grants and awards from the National Science Foundation, the United States 

Department of Agriculture National Institute of Food and Agriculture, Sustainable Agriculture Research and 

Education, the Midwest Sociological Society, and university sponsored research programs. These funded projects 

have supported investigations into environmental sustainability, agricultural systems, water scarcity, community 

resilience, environmental justice, and the social dimensions of environmental change. Robert is an active member of 

the Eastern Sociological Society (ESS), where he previously served as Co-President of the Committee on Sociological 

Research, Education, and Resources (CSERR) and currently continues to serve as a member of the committee. He 

also serves as Co-Chair of the Charles V. Willie Minority Graduate Student Award and as a member of the 

Komarovsky Book Award Committee. Through these leadership roles, Robert contributes to the advancement of 

sociological scholarship, mentoring, diversity initiatives, and professional service within the discipline. His current 

research agenda continues to examine water governance, environmental inequality, and resource sustainability while 

expanding into the study of artificial intelligence, automation, and emerging technologies. By bridging environmental 

sociology, political ecology, and science and technology studies, his work explores how technological innovations 

are reshaping food systems, natural resource management, and society's relationship with the environment. 
 
 

Luma Masarweh-Zawahri is a Research Associate at the Begun Center for Violence 
Prevention Research and Education at Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio. 
Her work spans multiple federally and state-funded initiatives, including but not limited to 
the Ohio Substance Use Disorders Center of Excellence (SUD COE), Cuyahoga County’s 
Overdose Data to Action (OD2A) program, the Comprehensive Opioid, Stimulant, and 
Substance Abuse Program (COSSAP), and the Woodruff Foundation Project. She also serves 
as Chair of the Charles Willie Minority Graduate Award (ESS) and played a key role in  

reviving and co-chairing the ESS Committee on the Status of Ethnicity, Race, and Racism from 2022 to 2025; she 
continues her involvement as a committee member. In addition to her research, she has taught courses on prejudice 6
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and discrimination, social and cultural diversity, and race and ethnicity, and has mentored undergraduate and graduate 
students. Her research is grounded in a mixed-methods approach, integrating quantitative and qualitative data to better 
understand the lived experiences, structural barriers, and health outcomes of vulnerable and marginalized 
populations. Her work focuses on communities disproportionately impacted by health inequities, including 
individuals struggling with substance use disorders, behavioral and mental health challenges, immigrant and aging 
populations, Native American communities, and other historically underserved groups. Situated at the intersection of 
public health, epidemiology, and sociology, her research examines how social determinants, systemic inequities, and 
environmental contexts shape health behaviors and outcomes. Her evaluation and applied research efforts center 
on substance use disorders (SUD), behavioral health systems, health disparities, and community-based interventions. 
Her scholarship reflects this interdisciplinary and community-engaged focus. Her recent peer-reviewed work includes 
a co-authored article in the Journal of Urban Health, “Drug Overdose Death among Residents of Urban Census 
Tracts: How Granular Geographical Analyses Uncover Socioenvironmental Correlates in Cuyahoga County, Ohio”. 
Her earlier research includes “Religious Fields and Subfields: Transnational Connections, Identities, and Reactive 
Transnationalism,” published in Religions (2022). She has also contributed to interdisciplinary scholarship through a 
co-authored book chapter, “Addressing Erasure, Microfication, and Social Change: Age-Friendly Initiatives and 
Environmental Gerontology in the 21st Century,” featured in the edited volume Age-Friendly Cities and 
Communities.  She is currently developing several manuscripts that examine barriers to opioid use disorder treatment, 
the social determinants of substance use in Cuyahoga County, and issues of discrimination and transnational identity 
among Arab Americans. 

 
 

      Rachael Clemons is a culturally responsive and critical education practitioner who centers 

the knowledge and experiences of the communities in which she serves. She is a 

practiced community program facilitator, qualitative researcher, K-12 literacy educator and 

leader, and educational consultant. Rachael serves as the Youth Development Field 

Coordinator, and program faculty at Rhode Island College; she also engages as a Qualitative 

Research Consultant for the Rhode Island (RI) System of Care grant team nested in the 

RI Executive Office of Health and Human Services. Rachael holds a PhD from the joint  

PhD program at the University of Rhode Island and Rhode Island College, a Master of Arts in Literacy, and a 

Bachelor of Arts in (double major) Elementary Education and Anthropology from Roger Williams University. Her 

work titled, ”Journey to Praxis: Supporting Youth Activism”, was published in the Journal of Youth Development. 
 
 

Roderick Graham is an Associate Professor of Sociology and Criminal Justice at Old 
Dominion University in Norfolk in Virginia and he is also affiliated with the Old Dominion 
University's Center for Cybersecurity Education and Research. He is a Vice- President of the 
Old Dominion University chapter of the American Association of University Professors, a 
Member of the State Executive Committee (The Virginia Conference of AAUP). Roderick 
developed the Old Dominion University’s Cybercriminalogy Program. He teaches Online 

Deviance, Crime and Computer Applications, Introduction to Cybercriminalogy, and Research Methods. His research 
focuses on new media, cybercrime, African American studies, digital sociology, and social inequality. Currently, his 
research work explores indicators of social change in the digital environment. Roderick also authored and co-authored 
several books including Cybercrime and Digital Deviance and The Digital Practices of African Americans. His latest 
article titled “Using Gamification to Teach Cybersecurity in a Social Science Course: An Experience Paper” was 
published in the Journal of Cybersecurity Education, Research and Practice. He also has his works featured in The 
Routledge International Handbook of Online Deviance. At this time, he is working on a nonfiction book “The space 
between: Why there is so much incorrect, immoral, indecent, or just plain odd behavior online”. He is also the creator 
and the author of the online newsletter “The Neighborhood Sociologist”. His research projects have been supported 
by numerous funding organizations including the Association of Certified Forensic Examiners and the Virtual Library 
of Virginia.
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Meagan Sylvester is a music sociologist, researcher, author, senior lecturer, journalist, 
podcaster, and consultant. Meagan is also a board member of the Trinbago Unified 
Calypsonians Organization (TUCO) and the Chair of the Education and Research Committee. 
Her research interests include Music and National Identity in Calypso and Soca, Music of 
Diasporic Carnivals, Narratives of Resistance in Calypso and Ragga Soca music, Steelpan and 
kaisoJazz musical identities, Gender and Identity in Calypso and Soca music and Music and 

Human Rights in the Americas. She examines Caribbean and diasporic spaces through the lens of the indigenous 

music of the Caribbean and explores the relationship between Caribbean music and identify, migration, cultural 
shifts. She is an author of multiple chapters and journal articles including her chapter “Popular Music Flows” in the 
Routledge Handbook to the Culture and Media in the Americas. She also regularly presents her work and hosts 
workshops in the U.S. and abroad. She hosts a podcast series “Calypso-The New York Experience” which focuses 
on Calypsonians in NYC.  

 

 

 

Xuemeng Li is a full-time faculty member at Hunter College, City University of New York. 
She primarily teaches statistics courses in the Department of Sociology. She uses quantitative 
and qualitative research methods and publishes on drug and tobacco use in China, race and 
ethnicity, and Black-Asian relations. Before coming to the United States for her PhD, she 
received her master’s and bachelor’s degrees in Sociology from Nanjing University, China  

and a graduate certificate in International Economics and Politics from Johns Hopkins University–Nanjing University 

Center for Chinese and American Studies. 
 

Graduate Members 
 

Iwona Franczak is a PhD Candidate in the Sociology Department at Syracuse University. 
She is affiliated with the SU Center for Policy Research and the Program on Educational 
Equity and Policy. Her research interests include educational inequalities, immigration, race 
and ethnicity, evaluation research, and effectiveness of educational systems in reducing social 
inequalities. She is currently working on her dissertation exploring school choice policies, two 
projects examining educational experiences of Ukrainian refugees, and a book manuscript on 
immigrants in the US. She earned a Certificate of University Teaching through SU Future  

Faculty Program and was awarded a Perryman Research Grant from the SU Center for European Studies to support 

her research on Ukrainian refugees. She also secured a Roscoe Martin Grant to assist with her dissertation on school 
choice policies. Recently, she received a Teaching Assistant Outstanding Award. Her article “Kids in Limbo: War, 
Uncertainty, and the School Experiences of Ukrainian Refugee Students in Poland” was published in the Sociological 
Forum and the article she co-authored “Bright and Blurred Boundaries in the US Military: Experiences of Immigrants 
and Children of Immigrants” was published in Journal of International Migration and Integration.   

 

 

Pengfei Liu is a fourth-year PhD student in Sociology at the University of California, Davis. 
His research examines the individual- and state-level dynamics driving the global rise of 
right-wing nationalism, with particular attention to how geopolitical rivals collaborate in this 
project. His areas of focus include transnationalism, geopolitics, elites, and political 
sociology. He is currently working on his dissertation focusing on beneficiaries of 
geopolitical rivalries. 
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ESS 2026 Conference CSERR 
Section at a Glance 

 
This year’s sessions sponsored by the Committee on Status of Ethnicity, Race, and Racism focused on themes 
related to the intersection of race, migration, and class, as well as creating community, educational inequality, 
boundary making, and politics. 
 

Thursday, 5 March 

 

   Race, Migration, and Class 

 

• Waiting to Be Discriminated Against: Haitian Immigrants, Healthcare, and Racialized Legal Status 

(Dr. Nilufer Akalin) 

• ‘Bozales' and ‘Ladinos' in the USA: How the Nursing Profession Racializes African Immigrants 
(Dr. Chinyere Osuji) 

• No Welcome for Black Refugees. A Tale of Systemic and Institutional Anti-Black Racism 

(Dr. Bernadette Ludwig) 

• Both Asset and Burden: Race, Identity, and Professional Strategy Among Black Public Defenders 
(Ms. Tashawn Reagon) 

• Why Did Du Bois Oppose Reparations? (Prof. Tyler Leeds) 
 

   Creating Community 

 

• Genetic Ancestry Testing and Conceptualizations of Race and Ethnicity Among Young Adults  
(Dr. Whitney Hunt, Dr. David Merolla) 

• “They’ve taken prayer out of public school…”: How White Parents in Mississippi Make Sense of 

Maintaining Segregated Schooling (Dr. Courtney Heath) 

• Sacred Continuities: Religion, Ethnic Belonging, and Intergenerational Identity in Greek 

Orthodox Immigrant Communities (Ms. Fotini Karabinas) 

• Comparative Racial Consciousness among Chinese Youth on Temporary Visas: Rethinking  

Racialization Beyond Borders (Ms. Qing Tingting Liu) 

 

   Friday, 6 March 

 

   Education 

 

•    Equalizer No More: Intersections of Chinese, Black, and Choctaw Education in The Age of Separate 

and Unequal Policies (Ms. Mia Xia) 

•    Page Not Found: How Equity-Focused Districts Adapt to Federal Constraints 
(Dr. Jonathon Acosta and Dr. John Diamond) 

• Higher Education Exposed: Meritocracy as a Smokescreen for Racial Capitalism and 

AntiBlackness (Dr. Bedelia Richards and Dr. Amanda Frye) 

• No Silver Spoons: Analyzing Student Hunger in Private Schools (Ms. Ambria Jones) 

• ‘Controversial’ Content in Public Schools: The Intersection of Federal, State and Local Policies 

in the Shadow of the Capital (Dr. Linda Waldron and Dr. Jane Rochmes) 
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Boundary Making 

 

• We Must Retain the Character of Our Neighborhoods”: A Rural Community Response to a Racial 
Demographic Shift (Dr. Betty McCall) 

• Anti-Blackness in Cyber Spaces: Applications of Machine Vision in Studies of Race and Racism  

(Prof. Demetrios Lambropoulos, Dr. Xuemeng Li, Ms. Yeyang Chen, and Dr. Jessica Hardie)  

• Beyond Homophily: Fields and Boundaries in the Maintenance of Cross-Racial Ties (Dr. Jiajia Wei) 

• Suspicious Person Posts and Racial Profiling Anxiety in Neighborhoods (Dr. Maria Lowe and Ms. Claire 
Adams) 

 

Politics 

 

• We Must Retain the Character of Our Neighborhoods”: A Rural Community Response to a Racial 

Demographic Shift (Dr. Betty McCall) 

• Anti-Blackness in Cyber Spaces: Applications of Machine Vision in Studies of Race and Racism 

(Prof. Demetrios Lambropoulos, Dr. Xuemeng Li, Ms. Yeyang Chen, and Dr. Jessica Hardie)  

• Beyond Homophily: Fields and Boundaries in the Maintenance of Cross-Racial Ties (Dr. Jiajia Wei) 

• Suspicious Person Posts and Racial Profiling Anxiety in Neighborhoods  

(Dr. Maria Lowe, Ms. Claire Adams) 

• Defensive Whiteness in Practice: MAGA Voting, Historical Backlash, and Economic Self- Sabotage 

(Ms. ESSENCE WYNTER) 

• "I'm Not Political, But...": Storytelling, Silence, and Narrating Whiteness (Ms. Amelia Paterno) 

• A Posh Avenue, a Downtown Mall, and the Racial and Political Imaginaries of Urban 

Development (Dr. Sarah Ochs) 

• Anti-Tutsi Ideology, Its Historical and Chosen Passion (Ms. Jessica Mwiza) 

 

Activism 

 

• “It Is Our Duty to Fight for our Freedom”: The Double-Edged Sword of Collective Memory and 
Legacies of Political Exclusion on Contemporary Activism (Dr. Sadie Dempsey) 

• Sociology in Turmoil: Why Wellbeing is Critical in an Anti-DEI Era 
 (Dr. Giselle Greenidge and Ms. A’maya Woods) 

• 1968 to 2016: A Comparative Analysis of the Historical Context and Media Response Surrounding 
Athlete Protest (Mx. Jess Moskowitz) 

• Between Empire and Academia in an Anti-DEI Era: A Critique from the Global South  
(Mr. Adil Zahoor) 
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Announcements 
 
   Call for Papers 
 

• Mid-South Sociological Association (MSSA) - All abstracts are due by August 2. 
The submission portal is OPEN! 
 

• “Race, Racism, and Anti-Racism in and through Sport Management Research”, Special Issue of the 
Journal of Sport Management -  Call ends September 30, 2026 

 

• Ethnic and Racial Studies welcomes the submission of proposals for 
      Special Issues in the month of October and April 
       

 

 

 

Funding Opportunities  
 

• Racial Equity Research Grant – Spencer Foundation 

• Reducing Inequality Fund along Dimensions of Race and Ethnicity - William T. Grant Foundation 

• Race, Ethnicity, and Immigration – Russell Sage Foundation 

 

 

Where to Publish 
    
   Consider publishing your work on racial and ethnic issues in these leading peer-reviewed journals: 

 

Ethnic and Racial Studies                                 (https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rers20) 

Sociology of Race and Ethnicity (https://journals.sagepub.com/home/sre) 

Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies (https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/cjms20) 

Race and Social Problems (https://link.springer.com/journal/12552) 

Ethnic Studies Review (https://online.ucpress.edu/esr) 

Race Ethnicity and Education (https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/cree20)   

International Migration Review (https://journals.sagepub.com/home/mrx) 

Journal of International Migration and Integration  (https://link.springer.com/journal/12134) 

International Migration (https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/14682435) 
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  CSERR Corner 

In this section, we feature books on the topics relevant to the focus areas of the CSERR committee. 

These books were selected by the committee co-chairs. On to the good reads! 

 

Book Recommendations  
 
 

 

 

Class Dismissed: When 

Colleges Ignore Inequality & 

Students Pay the Price 

(2024) 

 

by Anthony Abraham 

 

 

Out of Place: The Lives of Korean 

Immigrant Adoptees 

(2024) 

 

by Sun Ah M Laybourn 

 
 

 

 

Race at the Top: Asian Americans and 

Whites in Pursuit of the American Dream 

in Suburban Schools 

(2022) 

 

by Natasha Warikoo 

 
 

 

 

  Closing 
  Thank you to our contributors for the support and we hope all readers learned a little bit more about our 

committee. We plan to publish the CSERR newsletter annually and the next issue will come out in the Spring 

2027. Please send any questions, comments, professional opportunities, new publications, or any other 

community-related announcements to cserrcomm@gmail.com. Stay connected until next spring! 
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